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Ifthe
ShoeFits

Farriers help build
horse health from
the ground up
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SEE PAGE 18
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LET YOUR

DREAMS TAKE FLIGHT

At Mueller, we soar above the rest with our manufacturing capabilities, outstanding
quality and long-lasting performance. From workshops and agricultural buildings to
complex projects such as airplane hangars, we provide solid building solutions backed
by an even stronger warranty. Contact us today to take-off on your dream building.

UELLER, INC.

METAL BUILDINGS, ROOFING & COMPONENTS

Learn more at: www.muellerinc.com
877-2-MUELLER (877-268-3553)
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CURRENTS

Howdy, .
Pandowdy

OUR RECIPES THEME this month (Page 30) is Cobblers, Crisps,
Buckles and Betties. Seems like a lot of names for a dish that is
essentially fruit baked with batter, biscuits, dough or crumble.

Turns out those dishes, which have been around since
colonists arrived in this country with their recipes from England,
go by many other names, including crumbles, grunts, slumps,
bird’s nest pudding, sonkers and pandowdies.

e,
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Lights Out

General Electric, co-founded
by Thomas Edison, inventor
of the modern lightbulb,
recently sold its 129-year-
old lighting business.

The New York Times com-
pared this move to Kellogg
abandoning cornflakes or
Ford getting out of the auto
industry.

Worms in Space?

Absolutely.

NASA's red, sleek and wavy
typographical logo from the 1980s
returned to the heavens May 30,
adorning the SpaceX Falcon 9
rocket that launched two American
astronauts aboard the Crew
Dragon.

When the logo debuted in 1975,
it became known as the worm, and
the original NASA logo, which de-
buted in 1959 with the agency, was
coined the meatball. The worm
was NASA's official logo 1975-
1992, then the agency went back
to the meatball.

The minimalist worm was popu-
lar in the marketing industry but
scorned by NASA insiders, who
favored the round blue meatball
with its white type, planets, stars
and orbital path enhanced with a
red chevron.

NNASN
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COBBLER: STEPHANIE FREY | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. LIGHTBULB: PASUWAN | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. NASA LOGO: NASA.GOV
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$30

That’s the average weekly
allowance, which about
two-thirds of parents
fork over to kids.

FINISH THIS
SENTENCE

THE BEST
CHRISTMAS GIFT

| EVER GOT WAS ...

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post. Include
your co-op and town. Here are some of
the responses to our August prompt:
When | think of Texas, | think of ...

Mermaids in San Marcos, Big Tex
in Dallas and Prada in Marfa.

WHITNEY OLDFATHER
PEDERNALES EC
SAN MARCOS

Blue skies, bluebonnets and Willie.

PJAE STANLEY
COSERV
LITTLE ELM

Home.

PAM SHORT ALFRED
HOUSTON COUNTY EC
KENNARD

Big sky and endless horizon.

AUTUMN VOGEL
TRINITY VALLEY EC
ELMO

Beaches, forests, mountains, two
time zones, and taking two days
to go north to south or east to west.

DEBBIE MOBLEY
HEART OF TEXAS EC
VALLEY MILLS

Windmills, sunsets, dirt roads, and
cornbread and beans.

DONNA GENTRY WEEDEN
VIA FACEBOOK

To see more responses, read
Currents online.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Now This
Is a Selfie

WE KNOW YOU LOVE your selfies, our Focus on Texas
theme this month (Page 37).

The selfie above might be the coolest of all—because
it was the first.

Robert Cornelius, an amateur chemist and photogra-
phy enthusiast in Philadelphia, made a daguerreotype
of himself in 1839. He removed the camera’s lens cap;
ran into the frame, where he sat for several minutes;
then covered the lens again.

Contests and More

ON TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTO CONTEST
Saddles

$500 RECIPE CONTEST
Tacos

FROM OUR ARCHIVE

More Than Electricity, October 2018,
tells how co-ops are “the fabric of the
community.”

OCTOBER 2020 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 5



“My family told about bad
luck superstitions. One was
putting a hat on a bed, as
was wearing more than

TCP TALK
My TX
. 2”9
one hat at a time.
8 JANICE MARTIN
E CENTRAL TEXAS EC
: KINGSLAND
My TX Moment

My personal My TX [August 2020]
moment was 30 years ago and halfa
world away. I was deployed to Operation
Desert Shield/Storm in Saudi Arabia.
Near our camp was a group of Muja-
hedeen fighters, and they always left a
grizzled old man to guard their camp.

One day he flagged us down. He
started talking and pointing up and to
the rear of my vehicle. I asked my inter-
preter what he wanted, and he said,
“Texas.” The man recognized the small
Texas flag on my radio aerial.

0

The canyon is so
beautiful [Palo Duro
Love Letters, July
2020]. Very cool to
have this famous
artist’'s work and
letters reflecting
that beauty.

CINDI RAK MULCAHEY
VIA FACEBOOK

Alfred W. Evans
Hamilton County EC
Gatesville

COURTESY JACK CHASE

Their TX
Congratulations, Pam
LeBlanc, for declaring your-
self a Texan [No Longer a
Yankee, July 2020].
Without saying it, you
seemed to echo Jay B
Sauceda’s comment that
Texas mystique is not built
on small stuff or mediocrity
or even above-average stuff
but on the overwhelming.

Fixin' To Learn

Ididn’t realize the word fixin’
was Texan—as I've used it all
my life having been born in
Shreveport and raised in
south Louisiana [Finish This
Sentence, August 2020]. My
husband has always asked
me where I got it. Now I know
how to answer him.

Paula Bonin
Trinity Valley EC

J.K. Goode Gun Barrel City

Fayette EC
Weimar

I am fortunate enough to

own an SRV flat-top hat

from Texas Hatters. I was a
regional VP for Epic Records
and helped launch Stevie Ray
Vaughan and Double Trouble.
Ibought several of these hats
from the Texas Hatters shop
when the album Texas Flood
was released in 1983.

WRITE TO US

letters@TexasCoopPower.com
Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric

Jack Chase co-op and town. Letters may
CoServ be edited for clarity and length.
Carrollton

@ ©® O O @ Texas Co-op Power
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Bad to the Bone

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

he very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature.

Ifyou’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship EXCLUSIVE

with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you're FREE
looking for.

Stauer® 8x21
Compact
Binoculars

-a $99 value-

with purchase of
Huntsman Blade

The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its
resistance to corrosion.

The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the
natural world.

This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it
around here. We have mastered the hunt
for the best deal, and in turn pass the
spoils on to our customers.

But we don’t stop there. While supplies
last, we'll include a pair of $99 8x21 power
compact binoculars nd a genuine leather
sheath FREE when you purchase the

What Stauer Clients

Huntsman Blade. Are Saying About
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Our Knives
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it %k kk

on your hip, inspect the impeccable
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we
cut you a fair deal, send it back within
30 days for a complete refund of the

item price.

“This knife is beautiful!”
— J., La Crescent, MN

1. 8.8 .8 & ¢

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t .T/aefe e'/ of this kmfe
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman B unée[leva'b/e...th 7
Blades for this ad only. Don’t let this  BONUS! Call today and % 4% incredibly fine
beauty slip through your fingers. Call today! ~ you’ll also receive this  instrument.”

Huntsman Blade $249* genuine leather sheath! — H., Arvada, CO
Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: HUK273-01 2 @

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.  Rating of A+

Stauer(@ 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK273-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 Www.Stauer.com
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the
listed original Stauer.com price.
California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

¢ 12” overall length; 6 %4 stainless steel full tang blade ¢ Genuine bone handle
with brass hand guard & bolsters ¢ Includes genuine leather sheath

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®



BY TOM WIDLOWSKI
ILLUSTRATION BY SHAW NIELSEN

By the
Numbers .
iy 30-35

make a difference
across Texas pounds of gecar

weighs down lineworkers
when climbing a pole—
IN SOME WAYS, the less you think about your hooks, a belt, tools and more.
electric cooperative, the better. That means
your power has stayed on almost without
fail, outages are quickly remedied, and your
monthly bills are fair and reasonable.
But a lot of thought goes into electric
co-ops because they are so much more ’

than power providers. They are united by people

a business model that values community

over profits. They are locally owned and Worl( at the
democratically controlled by their customers,

called members. They work together to

achieve goals and solve problems. Your

cooperative is one of more than 900 electric

co-opsinthe U.S.. ' eleCtl‘iC CO'OpS 3 7
The co-op business model is used by a in the State. ®

wide variety of organizations—not just
electric utilities. Ace Hardware; REIL which million
specializes in outdoor clothing and gear;
Ocean Spray; Sunkist; and Land O’Lakes readers
operate as co-ops. In fact, there are more

than 40,000 co-op businesses in the U.S.,

with 350 million members, according to a

of Texas Co-op
Power, which has
been landing in

University of Wisconsin study.

October is National Cooperative Month, years mailboxes since
a good opportunity to show the reach, scope of co-ops in Texas. 1944. That's I_ike
and numbers behind Texas’ electric co-ops Bartlett EC, formed in 1935 everybody in
that, when added up, reveal the significant as the first co-op in the Houston and Dallas
impact they have on rural and suburban country to receive a Rural having the same
communities. @ Electrification Administration favorite magazine

loan, turned on its first asyou.
light March 7, 1936,
at a farmhouse

outside Bartlett.

8 TEXAS CO-OP POWER OCTOBER 2020 TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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[ ] [ ]
million
Texans

enjoy co-op electric
service, mostly in rural
and suburban areas.

i

A

325,000

miles of co-op
power lines
in Texas,
enough
to encircle
Earth more
than13 times.

1,338,828

hours worked

without a lost-time incident
at Bandera EC, which was
honored in March for that long
stretch of safety—remarkable
considering the high voltage
within arm'’s length of its
lineworkers every day.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

241

of Texas’

254 counties
are served
by electric

CO-OpPS.

47

million

lightning
bolts

struck Texas
in 2019—the most
of any state by far.
Not all of them
knocked out power,
but you can bet
many of them

put workers on edge.

.

R

i

$1.6

(] (]
million
in scholarships
awarded annually
to college students
by co-ops. A stack
of 1.6 million
$1 bills would reach
573 feet high—or nearly
twice the height of
the Texas Capitol.

5.5

million
poles
hold up
power lines
in Co-op
Country
in Texas.

OCTOBER 2020 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 9






BY BRENDA KISSKO « PHOTOS BY KRISTIN TYLER

Why

Horses

Texas farriers
truly know
the way toa
horse’s heart

Wear Shoes

t’s another sunny December day in West Texas, and Jim

Crawford crosses the fifth and final cattle guard on his

two-hour drive to the McManus Ranch from his home
near Ballinger. Crawford is there to shoe horses, as he has
been doing on this ranch since the early 1970s. He pulls his
trailer to a convenient spot near the barn.

He wears denim, lace-up boots, suspenders and his
signature red-and-white polka-dot welding cap. Last he ties
on the leather farrier apron he stitched himself. Crawford is
wearing the same outfit I remember him always wearing
when he visited as I grew up on this ranch. My dad, Beaver
McManus, a member of Concho Valley Electric Cooperative,
says it’s the same uniform young Crawford
wore the day he met him as a junior high
boy when he came out to the ranch with his
great-uncle Houston Crawford.

When you live this far out, you look
forward to visitors. The days that Crawford
comes to the ranch to shoe horses are days
filled with storytelling. More often than
not, farriers become lifelong friends with
horse owners. “I couldn’t have gotten
along without him the last 30 years,” Dad
says. “He’s more than someone who just
came out to shoe our horses. He’s part of
our extended family.”

Farrier, derived from the Latin word
ferrarius, meaning blacksmith, is the
professional name given to horseshoers.
Many prefer to be called farriers, but others,
like Crawford, prefer the simpler term
“horseshoer.” No matter what they’re
called, they’re necessary to the state’s equine industry.

Crawford recalls first getting the horseshoeing gig at the
ranch. Houston asked him to meet at the mailbox before
dawn, and the young shoer beat him there. “I think that
impressed him, that he didn’t have to wait on me,” says
Crawford, a member of Coleman County Electric Coopera-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

tive. Houston welcomed him to the house and made his
signature extra-strong coffee. “It was boiling in the cup,”
Crawford laughs. “I thought, jeez, how does his system
handle that? Must be cast iron.” Nearly 50 years later, he
still remembers the gray horse he shod that day.

Crawford loves his work, but he originally dreamed of
becoming a calf roper.

“I'had a lot of try, but I didn’t have the talent,” he jokes.
“I could win fifth if they were paying four.” The first horse
Crawford shod was his own calf roping horse, Wimp, named
after the horse’s grandfather, Wimpy P-1, born on the King
Ranch and the first horse registered with the American

oPPOSITE Farrier Jim Crawford
has been fitting shoes onto
horses for decades. ABOVE
Crawford rasps one of Peanut's
hooves for a final fit at McManus
Ranch in Irion County.

OCTOBER 2020 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 11



Originally, nearly 100% of his
clients were ranchers with
working horses. Now more
than half are pleasure horses.

Quarter Horse Association. Crawford hoped a regular
horseshoeing clientele would enable him to stay at the
roping gig longer.

In the spring of 1972, Crawford used his GI Bill benefits
to go to horseshoeing school. An outbreak of screwworms
in the summer of °72 forced ranchers to ride their land
daily to monitor their livestock. This created high demand
for farriers. Crawford was getting calls to book his services
before he’d completed the 10-week course. When he fin-
ished, he had a satisfying work schedule and a long list of
clients. He became so busy shoeing horses he never
returned to roping.

Crawford’s customers come to him through word-of-
mouth recommendations. A stack of spiral notebooks tell
the stories and names of most horses he’s shod through
the decades.

“Showing up and having the shoe stay on made my
career,” Crawford says. “When I first started, guys used
their horses hard.” Originally, nearly 100% of his clients

12 TEXAS CO-OP POWER OCTOBER 2020

were ranchers with working horses. Now more than half are
pleasure horses.

Texas ranks No. 1in the nation for its inventory of horses,
ponies, mules, burros and donkeys. Though there’s been a
transition in the horse’s function from work to pleasure,
horses are still big business in Texas and create a constant
demand for farriers.

hy do horses need shoes? There’s an old saying,
“no foot, no horse,” which speaks to the impor-
tance of a horse’s feet to its overall health. Each

horse’s foot includes a mechanism that pumps blood back
up to the heart, so each foot is like an auxiliary heart for the

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



animal. A horse’s hoof is a living, growing part of that
anatomy. Most components of a horse’s hoof are elastic,
so they also act as shock absorbers.

When the growth of the hoof is balanced by equal wear
and no disease or abnormalities are present, horseshoes
are not necessary. Horseshoes are used for protection,
traction and correction. Whether it is racing, ranching or
rodeoing, a horse’s work is rough on its feet. That’s when
shoes are necessary. Shoes also correct some problems with
gait and lameness.

Horseshoeing is both art and science, and skilled farriers
pride themselves on helping to keep horses sound. Farriers
study the anatomy of a horse’s entire leg and are knowl-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

CLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT
Crawford shapes a horse-
shoe at his anvil. The tools
and nails he uses. Crawford
explains how he gives horses
a proper fit. Ahomemade
tool used to nail shoes to
hooves. Crawford shows up
for jobs with racks of horse-
shoes in the bed of his
pickup.

edgeable in the treatment of
many hoof diseases, such as
laminitis, navicular disease
and thrush.

It’s believed that the horse was
domesticated around 3000 B.C.,
and Egyptians and Persians are
credited with creating the first
horseshoes from woven reeds and
grass. The horseshoe has evolved
through the ages, though the steel
shoe has not changed much since
the mid-1800s, when Henry
Burden patented a machine that
could mass-produce horseshoes.
Although many synthetic shoes
have come on the market in
recent years, the majority of
farriers still put on a steel shoe
that’s either hand-forged or ready-
made and shaped either cold or
hot and fitted to the animal.

Before a shoe is placed, the farrier will clean and trim the
hoof to ensure a level and balanced foot. Even hooves that
go without shoes likely need to be trimmed on a regular
basis. The farrier will then customize the shoe to mimic the
shape of that horse’s hoof wall. The shoe is nailed outside of
the wall from the bottom, so the nails penetrate the portion
of the hoof that has no feeling.

The Texas Professional Farriers Association comprises
about 200 members that meet regularly for continuing
education. Texas does not require farriers to have a
license to practice, but the TPFA helps members achieve
certification through the American Farrier’s Association.
Certification exams include a written and a practical
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Crawford, who once dreamed
of becoming a calf roper, found
his calling in 1972.

WEB EXTRA Learn more
about alternative shoes and
how to find or become a farrier,
and read a proverb that puts a
fine point on the value of
horseshoes.

component. The TPFA also
hosts clinics and competitions
throughout the year.

“A shoe should be a comple-
ment to the horse, not an interrup-
tion,” says Danny Anderson, TPFA
president. Anderson owns Indian
Creek Forge in Whitesboro and is
a member of PenTex Energy. He
says the organization is growing,
and there is an up-and-coming
generation of farriers.

eterans in the industry

are passing along their

knowledge of the trade to
new members, and they don’t all
look like Crawford. Women have
gotten involved.

According to the 2019 Farrier
Business Practices Report pro-
duced by American Farriers
Journal, 18% of farriers are
women, up from 8% reported
three years prior. In 2018 Cornell
University admitted its first all-

female class to its farrier program. ate that.” Smith forges all the steel and aluminum shoes
Nichole Smith co-owns SS Horseshoeing in Wichita Falls she sets.

with her husband, Stephen, and is leading the way in the Although technology like 3D printing is quickly advanc-

growing sector of female farriers. She was the first woman ing this industry, there’s no replacement for the friendly

in the world to achieve multiple farrier certifications and smile and personal care for horses a farrier brings.

has mentored other women. Crawford smiles as he looks back at his career: “Having
“I'm really excited that so many young ladies are getting people know that I did a good job and knowing that I was

involved and doing so well,” Smith says. “Some ladies are appreciated—that’s the reward.”®

small-statured, and they need to be prepared to use their
brain to overcome some of the challenges. I've always
been welcomed in this industry, like family, and I appreci-

14 TEXAS CO-OP POWER OCTOBER 2020 TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



October is FREE

WINDOWS MONTH at /.
Renewal by Andersen.’

)ﬁ \

It's like getting
FREE WINDOWS
for 1 year'

0000000000000 000000000000000000000 00

' No MONEY
DOWN

=

Why is October one of the best times to replace your
windows?

Because if you call us now, you can get your more energy-efficient
windows installed and enjoy a more comfortable home right away.
And know that we've adjusted our operations to serve you in the safest
way possible.

Our exclusive High-Performance™ Low-E4® SmartSun” glass is up to
70% more energy efficient.” It's engineered to make your home
more comfortable in the colder and warmer months.

Call before October 315!

PEU Now offering
1 : a'-". 1 virtual
. i EE.E: appointments, * No PAYMENTS
sudl too!
i ' L

No INTEREST

Why have our customers chosen us

window company? FOR 1 YEAR
1. Fibrex® Material
Our Fibrex material was researched by Andersen for 30 years . RRRREE a7d SEEEEE

before it was installed in even one home. Qur Fibrex material

is twice as strong as vinyl. } BUY 1 WINDOW

2. Unique Look OR DOOR,
Our window has the elegant look and strength of a wood GET 1 WINDOW
the entire process—from building to installation to the

Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis 512-298-1858 469-458-1925

eeecscccsccsccsccsccscee

window, but our Fibrex material doesn’'t demand the same OR DOOR

maintenance of wood. **
% OFF
40%
warranty—on windows and doors. K

3. Accountability
There's no frustrating “middle man” to deal with. We manage
AUSTIN WEST TEXAS

/ / DALLAS/FORT WORTH SAN ANTONIO
byAndersen. s (70 469-606-5229 210-961-9990
WINDOW REPLACEMENT an Andersen Company TopWindOWSoluﬁon.com

'Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 4 or more windows and/or doors. Buy two windows and/or doors,
get the second two windows and/or doars, of equal or lesser value, 40% off. Discount applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. Cannot be combined with other offers. Initial
contact for a free Window and Door Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 10/31/20, with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. No payments
and deferred interest for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12
months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided
by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. South Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a
Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San Antonio. North Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where
denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. Al rights reserved. ©2020 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *Using U.S. and imported parts. **See limited warranty for
details at https://www.renewalbyandersen.com/homeowner-help/warranty. "Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane
glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015 and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. All sales, marketing and installation of
windows is conducted by Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San Antonio, and by Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. All are independently owned and
operated affiliates operating in TX.



RECHARGEABLE
Digital Hearing Aid

Introducing the VOLT W w

from MDHearingAid...

A digital, rechargeable hearing aid that’s every bit as good as the
ones you'll find at expensive clinics, but at a fraction of the price.

Buy One... Get one FREE
e MD VOLT

Only $2§999 N

The new rechargeable VOLT incorporates advanced

VOLT Features digital technology at an outstanding price.
¢ Advanced Digital Technology We include the same high-quality digital processors
¢ Feedback Cancellation - NO Whistling as hearing aids costing $2,400 or more but
« Dual Directional Microphones eliminate the complex components not needed by
0 : .
« Medical Grade Quality 95% of the people with hearing loss. PLUS... we

cut out the middieman.

Compare it to other rechargeable hearing aids
and you'll find only VOLT has Feedback Cancellation
and Dual Directional Microphones for superior
performance.

¢ No Prescription Needed
¢ Unparalleled 24/7 Support

. N_e?l:lly Plus, we have 24/7 Technical Support and a

Invisibie... 100% Money-Back Guarantee to ensure you're
No one will completely statisfied! No other company provides
know you’re such extensive support.

wearing it Did you know most people who use one

hearing aid really need two?
The brain processes signals from

Doctors Are Tired of Patients Wasting both ears for clarity & balanced |
. . i A SHOP AT HOME!
Money at Over-Priced Clinics sound so if you have hearing loss . . .
; ; Skip the Clinic
Best Value kA in both ears, your brain has to with Remote Care
“..this product is just as effective (if not more) process two different sound and
than traditional overly-priced hearing aids. I will clarity levels.
be recommending MDHearingAid to my
hearing-impaired patients.” — Dr. Chang RISK-FREE MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE .
Excellent Quality-to-Price Ratio sk Hear Better Or Your Money Back!
“Quite impressive in its performance... an excellent Try MDHearingAids risk free with a
quality-to-price ratio, and | would highly recommend — 100% money-back guarantee for 45 days.
it to my patients with hearing loss.” - J. May, MD Q:‘oo:;' Call 1-800-618-6782 Today!
_ Y ﬁ‘gj or visit www.MDVolt.com
MDHeari ng Aid® > _,! i::;gl:gn — Be sure to enter offer code KG28 to receive

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED . BEE LSS FREE SHIPPING!



. < For your one and only.
\M p /JJ/U/&Lfé The Moissanite Solitaire Collection

2 Carat

Solitare Ring IN THE NEWS:

at Moissanite is a game c/mnger...
A hot trend in big bling—
67% o FF an alternative to diamond...”
— Today Show on NBC

¥

To Call It a Diamond Waéuld Be an Insult

Possessing fire, brilliance, and luster that far surpasses that of a diamond,
this Nobel Prize winuner’s discovery sparklés unlike ariy gemstone on earth.

‘x ?.hen French chemist, Henri Moissan discovered an UNIQUE PROPERTIES COMPARISON
i

ncredibly rare mineral in a 50,000 year-old meteorite, —— ; ;
little did he know the amazing chain of events that would - Refra ﬁ"’e ‘Igdex
follow. Along with winning a Nobel prize, he gave the world a ) (Fire)

stone that surpasses even the finest diamond in virtually every 2.65-2.69 0.104 20.4%
aspect that makes a woman go weak in the knees. And, we have BV iPPREBIET TS ! 0.044

this swoon-worthy stone right here for a down to earth price.

The Stauer Moissanite Solitaire Ring and Earrings feature 4 total Moissanite Solitaire Collection

carats of sparkling perfection elegantly prong-set in sterling silver. Four Solitaire Ring (1 carat) s

total-carats of diamonds with this color and clarity would cost more e . .

than $40,000. Much rarer than a diamond, Moissanite is the superior Solitaire Ring (2 carat) ?

choice, both in beauty and in price. Solitaire Earrings (2 ctw) %499 $199
3

The most brilliant fine stone on earth. According to the GIA 2 ct Solitaire Ring & Earrings $1,0
(Gemological Institute of America), Moissanite outperforms all jewels  pyailable in 1 4K white gold...call for details
in terms of its brilliance, fire, and luster. Brilliance comes from the
ﬂas.hes.of white lig.ht reflecting from th.e top and: side.s of a ge‘r‘nstone. e R T e B o e
This light show is known as refraction. Moissanite has “double

. . . : our discount.
refraction”— which means light goes down into the stone and comes J

out not once, but twice. No diamond can do this. The way the light 1'800'333'2 045

dances inside Moissanite is something to behold. Offer Code MSR134-03

The genius of affordability. Two years ago Moissanite was over |yt ca tha offer code to get our special price.

$1,000 a carat. Now, for the first time in history, Stauer gemologists
have perfected the science of romance, enabling us to price two carats 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155,

of moissanite at $199. It’s pure genius. Our Nobel Prize-winning Staue ® Dept. MSR134-03, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
chemist would be proud. www.stauer.com

100% Money Back Guarantee. If for any reason she doesn’t fall in Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®
love with the Moissanite Solitaire Ring or Earrings, simply return

e ,
them within 30 days for a full refund of the item price. But we havea " ecial price only for customers using the offer code E AGCREDITED

. versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.
feeling she’ll be over the moon. 2 your off

Rating of A+ »
* Exquisite 2 carat Moissanite ¢ .925 sterling silver setting ¢ Whole ring sizes 5-10



HELPING AFTER

HURRICANE

LAURA

Bluebonnet crews aid
INn restoring power to
thousands in East Texas

WHEN HURRICANE Laura made landfall in the early
hours of Aug. 27, 2020, its devastating winds, rain and storm ]
surge left hundreds of thousands of people without power Eluebonn_et crews traveled to Deep East Texas Electric
. ooperative near the Louisiana border to help restore power

across Louisiana and Fast Texas. Central Texans dodged to about 25,000 of its members after being hit by Hurricane
damage from this storm, which enabled Bluebonnet Electric Laura in late August. Above, from left, just before heading to
Cooperative to help out hard-hit utilities. East Texas, are Daniel Fritsche, Troy Moore, Eric Cobb, Chris

Two Bluebonnet crews with 10 line workers, equipped with
bucket and digger trucks, tracked machines and all-terrain
vehicles, replaced poles and repaired power lines across rain-
soaked, swampy areas and lakes. They were among more than
200 line workers and support personnel helping restore power
to members of Deep East Texas Cooperative near the Louisi-
ana border. More than half of that cooperative’s 40,000 meters
across eight counties lost power.

“The work has been hot and humid. We've been picking
up wire under massive pine trees,” said crew supervisor Chris
Rivera from the field. “But the experience has been good. We
worked two days to get the town of Burkeville back on, and
once we did, it was a very rewarding feeling. The members
were very appreciative.”

Bluebonnet also released 26 contractor crews — 12 four-
person construction crews and 14 three-person tree trimming
crews — to help utilities in the two states. m
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Heath Walden photo
Chris Rivera photo
Sarah Beal photo
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Rivera, Michael Guajardo, John Horton, Nick Baker, Heath
Walden, Joshua Gonzales and Derek Morgan. Below, from left:
Bluebonnet crews use two bucket trucks and a digger truck to
make repairs; Troy Moore, left, and Nick Baker make repairs
to a pole in a heavily wooded area. The crews worked in hot,

BLUEBONNET.COOP

swampy conditions for several days to restore power; a caravan
of Bluebonnet trucks heads for East Texas in the early morning
hours after the hurricane hit; Derek Morgan operates a track
digger, which is used in areas inaccessible to standard trucks,
while Eric Cobb works from a bucket.
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It’'s nearly Halloween —
and time for a true story
that ended in the Fayette
County Jail in 1933. In the
decades since, some have
spoken of strange events
there. Old buildings, it
seems, may be slow to let
go of the past.

Mary Dach 1933 Acme Newspictures photo
courtesy Fayette Heritage Museum & Archives
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By Denise Gamino

NEARLY 90 YEARS AGO, a
widowed mother chose to starve to
death in a Fayette County jail cell rather
than die in the electric chair for the
killing of a farmhand.

She lost 150 fatal pounds.

Before she died, Mary Dach wished aloud to
someday be free, and to get a job in the jail that
confined her.

Perhaps she did.

Can anyone say, beyond a reasonable doubt, whether
Dach’s spirit lingered and led to the many mysterious occur-
rences reported in the old 1883 Victorian Gothic stone jail
in downtown La Grange? Eerie episodes over the decades

Ralph Barrera photo

BLUEBONNET.COOP



include sightings of orbs and apparitions, doors slamming,
lights swinging, objects moving and even the sounds of heavy
chains toppling,.

“There are unsettled spirits” in the old jail, said Cathy Cha-
loupka, who officed in the renovated jail as director of tour-
ism for the La Grange Chamber of Commerce for nine years,
until 2005. “They got used to me, and I got used to them.”

Could the phantom presence of Mary Dach, a towering
woman with braided black hair wound around her head,
have turned on darkened lights, opened drawers meant to be
closed and creaked loudly on the wooden staircase?

Some say yes; others say no way.

But few can argue that the saga of Mary Dach — which

BLUEBONNET.COOP

Above, Henry Stoever, the murdered
farmhand, in a photo taken years before
the events related here. At left, Cathy
Chaloupka in front of the historic old
Fayette County Jail in La Grange, which
nows houses the Texas Heroes Museum.
She recalls peculiar sights and sounds
from the time she worked in the building
as tourism director for La Grange's
Chamber of Commerce. Others have
reported unexplainable incidents, and
more than a few locals say the building is
haunted.

Henry Stoever photo from ‘Famous
Detective Cases’ magazine, June 1935

“There are
unsettled
spirits” mn the
old jail.

— CATHY CHALOUPKA

Former director of tourism,
La Grange Chamber of Commerce

made international headlines at the time, but is little known or
talked of today — has not lost its shock factor.

If someone’s afterlife spirit really could be unsettled, hers
would be a contender.

* x ok

Mary Dach, a woman of German heritage who spoke little
English, confessed to fatally shooting the farm helper she hired
after her husband died of cancer in 1929 or 1930, leaving her
alone with three young children on a 168-acre farm 17 miles
south of La Grange. According to period accounts, Dach
claimed farmhand Henry Stoever had been abusive to her and

Continued on page 22
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Continued from page 21

the children, two girls and a boy, ages 8,
6 and 4 at the time.

Dach’s oldest daughter, who is now
deceased, finally broke the family’s
public silence about the case with the
Fayette County Record when she was
89. The farmhand who was murdered
was mean and abusive, regularly assault-
ing her mother and little brother, she
said. She did not witness his murder but
remembered circumstantial evidence
that someone other than her mother
killed Stoever. The grown daughter,
Annie Polnick, remembered hearing
someone tell her mother that she and
her three children would be killed if the
truth came out.

“Mama was real dumb as she could
have told the truth and got her life safe,”
Polnick said in a 10-page, handwritten
memoir dated 2001 — the year she
told her own three children about their
grandmother for the first time. By then,
her oldest child was 55. “So to me as I
understand it, she died for us kids.”

The official version of the Mary Dach
crime story began in mid-April 1933,
when Fayette County law officers began
searching for Stoever after his brother
reported him missing. Dach gave con-
flicting accounts about Stoever’s where-
abouts each time law officers visited her
farm during their first week of inquiry.
On the seventh day, investigators found
Stoever’s body. It was burned and buried
in an 8-by-16-foot hole filled with
debris and dirt and topped by a new
chicken coop, just 18 feet from Dach’s
farmhouse.

After being taken into custody and
interrogated in German and English
by four investigators for four hours,
Dach admitted to shooting Stoever in
the head with a shotgun as he slept to
protect her family, according to press
accounts.

The Austin Statesman, the capital
city’s afternoon newspaper at the time,
reported that the “Widow Dach” admit-
ted shooting her laborer “because he
was cruel to her children and herself,
threatened their lives and swore he
would throw their bodies into a hole he
had dug near the house for a flower pit.”

Instead, the paper noted, “it was his
body which finally rested in that grave
he had dug with his own hands,” per-

‘Famous Detective Cases’
magazine courtesy Fayette
Heritage Museum & Archives

haps as a planned cellar.

The sad case only turned more tragic
when Dach refused to eat after her
arrest. “I'll not eat until I know what
they are going to do with me,” she told
jailers, according to a June 1935 Fa-
mous Detective Cases magazine article
that recounts the case in an as-told-by
format with then-Fayette County Chief
Deputy Sheriff Jim Flournoy. (He later
became sheriff and reluctantly shut
down the infamous “Chicken House”
brothel after an exposé by a Houston
reporter.)

Dach lost 50 pounds in the five weeks
between her arrest on April 18, 1933,
and opening day of her four-day trial in
La Grange on May 22. She had sipped
little more than a bit of soup and some
coffee. “She held out for thirteen days,
then began to eat slowly. She cried con-
stantly and asked to see her children,”
stated an Associated Press story in The
Dallas Morning News.

It took two days of questioning two
jury pools — 125 men — to find 12
qualified jurors. Women were not

22 TEXAS CO-OP POWER BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE October 2020

The June 1935 issue of ‘Famous
Detective Cases’ magazine
featured ‘widow Dach’ and details
of her case, which had become a
national media sensation. Below,
Mary Dach with her three children.
Her oldest daughter, Annie
Polnick, broke the family’s public
silence about the case in 2014,
when she was 89. She believed
her mother did not kill Stoever.
‘So to me as | understand it, she
died for us kids,” she wrote in a
private memoir.

= R

WIDOW

S muj

Goose Creek Daily Sun photo, August 1933
(courtesy Sterling Municipal Library, via
The Portal to Texas History,)

allowed to sit on a jury in Texas until
1954. “Many of the talesmen [potential
jurors] disqualified themselves because
they said they were opposed to infliction
of the death penalty on a woman,” the
AP reported.

“The court room is crowded and the
heat is fierce but the spectators, men
and women are not to be robbed of

BLUEBONNET.COOP



FROM INMATES TO GREATS:
THE TEXAS HEROES MUSEUM

include:

white hat, photographs and more.

The Texas Heroes Museum opened in 2016 in the old jail
building in La Grange. It is fully operated by volunteers and
offers a variety of military-related exhibits. Key exhibits

@ The historic 1883 jail building itself, including part of an
original jail cell, bunk, washbasin and commode. Sheriffs’
memorabilia include badges, handcuffs, a hanging rope,
Sheriff Will Loessin’s gun holster, Sheriff Jim Flournoy’s

The old Fayette
County jail, home
to the Texas
Heroes Museum
since 2016, fea-
tures a replica

of one of the old
jail cells. At left,
Charles Murray,
museum managetr,
shows some of
the items on dis-
play there. Below,
Murray holds a
replica of a key
used to open

the old jail. The
museum is tempo-
rarily closed due
to COVID-19.

jeuuoganig ¢)

@ Tribute exhibits to military veterans from Texas, includ-
ing Sam Houston, Audie Murphy, Chester Nimitz and Chris
Kyle. One display has artifacts from an F-100 fighter pilot
who flew 287 combat missions in Vietham and received a
Silver Star and two Distinguished Flying Crosses.

@ Bob Lain Memorial Library of more than 1,000 military
and Texas history books. Lain, a Marine veteran who lost
both legs in a land mine explosion in the Vietham War,
became a longtime history professor at Austin Community
College. He donated his 868-book collection to start the
library, which is open for on-site research.

Ralph Barrera photos

ADDRESS: 171 S. Main St. La Grange

HOURS: Closed during COVID-19 pandemic. Keep checking
Facebook for reopening information.

PHONE: 361-210-7318

ADMISSION: Free. Group tours by arrangement.

SOCIAL MEDIA: https://www.facebook.com/
TexasHeroesMuseum/

their curiosity and interest,” stated a
May 25, 1933, article in the weekly La
Grange Journal. Dach required an inter-
preter to translate the English dialogue.
“She remains mute as she sits beside her
attorney and regards the proceedings.”

When the verdict came at 9 p.m. on
May 25, Dach couldnt understand
much besides the word “death.”

She was found guilty and sentenced to
be executed. She would have been the
first woman in Texas to be put to death
in the electric chair at the state peniten-
tiary in Huntsville.

“She received the verdict without a
word,” according to the La Grange Jour-
nal. “Her face blanched when the word
‘death’ was pronounced, but she made

BLUEBONNET.COOP

no effort to speak. She was entirely alone
in the courtroom, no relatives were there
to comfort her. She was lead (sic) slowly
away to her cell, where she gave way to a
burst of weeping, buc still refused to say
anything about the sentence.”

Even though her attorney immediate-
ly filed a motion for a new trial, Dach
told a jailer, in German, “I will not eat.”
according to a media report. “It is no
use to live any longer,” she reportedly
said. “It is about all over with me, I
fear.”

She sought comfort from a German
bible. And she reportedly hung the chair
in her jail cell from the ceiling to place
the “the electric chair out of reach,” the
La Grange Journal reported.

October 2020 BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE TEXAS CO-OP POWER 23

News accounts of the day often gave
varying ages and first names for Dach.
Public records and christening docu-
ments show her name inconsistently as
Maria, Marrie, Marie and Mary. Con-
flicting reports varied her age from 34 to
43. Her 1933 death certificate states she
was 43.

Officials did not try to force feed
Dach. Days before her death on Aug,.
23,1933, “she was unconscious on the
cot in her jail cell. A physician watched
her closely and then began to treat her
for a stomach ailment,” according to
an AP story. Dach's three children were
reported to be present at the time of
their mother's death.

Continued on page 24
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Continued from page 23

On her death certificate, the cause of
death was “voluntary starvation.”

She weighed 100 pounds.

Dach’s children were raised by their
maternal grandmother. The family
— and the community — was tight-
lipped about the entire ghastly episode.
Even today, not everyone in Fayette
County feels comfortable talking about
the 1933 event.

In her memoir, Dach’s oldest daugh-
ter, Polnick, wrote about then-Fayette
County Sheriff Will Loessin and deputy
Flournoy accompanying the young
Dach children to school after their
mother’s death: “They both talked to all
the kids in school and then they took
us in and introduced us to the children
and (there was) not a one time that one
of the children would mention anything
about us.”

That silent community pact kept
Mary Dach’s grandchildren from know-
ing what had happened.

“It was mind-boggling to the entire
family” when Polnick revealed the story
to her own children in 2001, said her
oldest son, Sonny Polnick of Houston,
the oldest grandchild of Mary Dach.
She decided to open up after a writer
sought her out, he said.

Suddenly, he said, it made sense “why
people looked at me kind of weird” dur-
ing childhood when he was introduced
as Annie Polnick’s son.

Annie Polnick raised her family in
Houston, where she worked for the
National Biscuit Co. and volunteered
for 13 years at the Harris County Sher-
iff's Office to help children in need. It
is not known whether Annie Polnick
knew that her mother had a similar as-
piration to work with law enforcement.

Mary Dach had told the Austin
Statesman after her conviction: “I tell
myself sometimes, if I get out of my
trouble maybe I could get a job at the
jail doing some kind of work.”

Sonny Polnick has visited the old jail
in La Grange, where just a remnant of
a jail cell remains. He said “it was eerie”
to see the cell and couldn’t imagine his
grandmother “being cooped up in there
and starving herself to death.” He won-
ders whether his grandmother would be
convicted if her trial were held in today’s
criminal justice system — with modern
forensics, a diverse jury, accommoda-

The Mary Dach story made a name for
the county’s Chief Deputy Sheriff Jim
Flournoy, above right, who provided

the details to ‘Famous Detective Cases’
magazine. Beside him in the photo is
then-Fayette County Sheriff Will Loessin.

Photo from ‘Famous Detective Cases’
magazine, June 1935

tions for language barriers and the rights
afforded today’s criminal suspects.

X X %

Although Sonny Polnick never felt his
grandmother’s presence in the old jail,
others say they have. “I did see her im-
age one Saturday morning,” Chaloupka
said. “It was just a fleeting kind of
thing for me.” But one of Chaloupka’s
colleagues worked in the area where
the women's jail cell had been, on the
second floor, and saw a figure watching
him one day. “It made the hair stand up

File photo by Sarah Beal

STORIES FROM A CEMETERY

website for updates on reopening.

The event is canceled this year, but the stories live on. Every October for 16
years, the Lockhart City Cemetery has been the site of a spooky event, ‘Speaking
of the Dead: Night Ramblings in a Texas Cemetery.” Volunteers wearing period
costumes stand by headstones and tell the stories of people buried there. The
2020 event is cancelled due to COVID-19, but you can still get a chill by reading
some of those stories on the Caldwell County Historical Commission’s website,
bit.ly/2EUtPAB. Want to see the gravesites? The cemetery, 705 Wichita St. in
Lockhart, is open to the public every day from 6 a.m. to sunset. Did we mention
the haunted old jail built in 1909? The Caldwell County Museum is in that
building, at 315 E. Market St., and it is said to have a few ghosts of its own. As of
September, it was closed due to COVID-19, but check the historical commission’s

on the back of my neck,” that worker
told the Houston Chronicle in 2002.

When unsettling things happened
to Chaloupka — such as the sound of
heavy chains dropping to the ground
behind her chair or a light bulb fly-
ing out of its socket toward her — she
tried to tell the spirits that she needed
to work. After the light bulb incident,
“I would sing ‘Amazing Grace’ in the
mornings, and it never happened
again,” she said. “They got used to me,
and I got used to them.”

However, “sometimes the toilet lid
would fly up with a loud bang. I think
that was Sheriff Jim’s joke,” she said, refer-
ring to Flournoy.

The old jail now houses the Texas
Heroes Museum, which honors Texas
veterans. At least one otherworldly
episode has occurred since the museum
opened in 2016. A no-nonsense, all-
business volunteer was surprised to see
a second-floor security camera pick up
the image of a large white orb floating
in the air. “It was about the size of a bas-
ketball,” the volunteer said. “I watched
it for about 10 minutes.”

Paranormal activity by definition can-
not be explained.

Today, the museum simply displays a
visitor information sheet about deaths
in the old jail. It concludes: “You'll need
to come visit and decide for yourself if
there are any unhappy souls still not at
peace in the old jail.” m

24 TEXAS CO-OP POWER BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE October 2020

2]

BLUEBONNET.COOP



BLUEBONNET NEWS

Find out about careers at Bluebonnet

BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC
Cooperative Inc. is one of the largest
electric cooperatives in Texas and has
been serving its members since 1939.
The cooperative serves more than
107,000 meters and owns and main-
tains more than 11,900 miles of power
lines across more than 3,800 square
miles within 14 Central Texas counties.
In accordance with federal, state and
local laws, Bluebonnet does not discrim-
inate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, age, disability

unrelated to job requirements, genetic
history, veteran status or any other
legally protected status.

Bluebonnet accepts applications for
its Department of Labor Certified Ap-
prentice Program for line workers on the
first Tuesday of every month, and for
all other open positions as they become
available.

Applications may be completed on the
co-op's website. Go to bluebonnet.coop
and click on Careers at the bottom of
the page.

Sarah Beal photo

CONSIDERING
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JOIN US FOR OUR

FIFTH ANNUAL
BLUEBONNET SOLAR

10-10:20 a.m. — Welcome and Solar 101 —
10:20-10:30 a.m. — How to connect to Bluebonnet's grid
10:30-10:50 a.m. — Meet two Bluebonnet members with solar panels
10:50-11:30 a.m. — Moderated Q&A

Learn how solar energy works

The event will take place through a live webinar format. Members can pre-
register and submit questions in advance. Learn more at bit.ly/3h024DA.

We will try to answer as many questions as possible during the webinar. The
webinar will be recorded and posted to bluebhonnet.coop after the event.

BLUEBONNET.COOP

Time to go pink

BLUEBONNET IS passionate

about community and supports worthy

causes, such as Breast Cancer Awareness

Month. Since 2012, during October,

our member service centers glow with

pink light at night, field t

crews wear pink hard hats /880

and service trucks sport

pink ribbon decals. -
Members can stop by

the drive-through lane

of a member service

center — in Bastrop,

Brenham, Giddings,

Lockhart or Manor — to pick

up a self-exam reminder card, a pink

ribbon pin or a paper pink-ribbon that’s

embedded with flower seeds to support

the cause. Business hours are 7:30 a.m.

to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Behind on your bill?
Call us about options

BLUEBONNET UNDERSTANDS
that this has been a challenging year and
some members have struggled to pay
their electric bills. Members are asked

to take immediate action and call us to
discuss their bills and money owed. You
may have the option to set up a pay-
ment arrangement or apply for financial
assistance. The cooperative’s member
services team is ready to help. Call 800-
842-7708, Monday through Friday,
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
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WERE BRINGING FLEXY BACK

The Stauer Flex gives you vintage style with a throwback price of only $79.

ust like a good wristwatch movement,

fashion is cyclical. And there’s a certain
wristwatch trend that was huge in the 1960s
and then again in the 1980s, and is ready for
its third time in the spotlight. We're talking, of
course, about the flexible stretch watch band.

To purchase a vintage 60s or 80s classic flex
watch would stretch anyone’s budget, but you
can get ahead of the crowd and secure a brand
new version for a much lower price.

We're rolling back the years AND the numbers
by pricing the Stauer Flex like this, so you can
put some bend in your band without making a
dent in your wallet.

The Stauer Flex combines 1960s vintage cool
with 1980s boardroom style. The stainless steel
flex band ensures minimal fuss and the sleck
midnight blue face keeps you on track with
date and day subdials.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
Experience the Stauer Flex for 30 days. If
you’re not convinced you got excellence for
less, send it back for a refund of the item
price. Your satisfaction is our top priority.

Time is running out. As our top selling watch,
we can’t guarantee the Flex will stick around

long. Don’t Ahhk Ak

overpay to be

underwhelmed. “The quality of their watches

Flex your is equal to many that can go

right to put Jor ten times the price or more.”

a precision
timepiece on
your wrist for

just $79. Call today!

TAKE 74% OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your OFFER CODE

— Jeff from McKinney, TX

Stauer Flex Men’s Watch $2¢¢t
Offer Code Price $79 + S&P Save $220

You must use the offer code to get
our special price.

1-800-333-2045

Your Offer Code: FMW138-01
Please use this code when you order to
receive your discount.
14101 Southcross Drive W.,
St ® Ste 155, Dept. FMW138-01
Aue Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com

1 Special price only for customers using the offer code
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

1he Looks of a Classic
Flex Band Watch for

Flexible Stretch Watch Bracelets in the News:
“The bracelets are comfortable, they last forever,
and they exhibit just the right balance of simplicity
and over-engineering”

- Bloomberg.com, 2017

3‘ ACCREDITED
- JSINESS
e

Rating of A+

¢ Precision movement e Stainless steel crown, caseback & bracelet
¢ Date window at 6 o’clock; day window at 10 o’clock ¢ Water resistantto 3 ATM e Stretches to fit wrists up to 8 15"

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®



STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS

25 Year Warranty e Easy Bolt-Together Design
Engineered Stamp Blueprints

Farm e Industrial ® Commercial

RHINO.BUILDERS/TX 9240-304-8068

INFO@RHINOBLDG.COM

ﬂ@_@_@g} PoleBamns)

Hay/Horse Barns, Shops, Decks, Concrete Work and Pad Sites

Call Ron: 512-367-0428

aRU-LA-Tex

SEHOP BUILDERS

“WE GOTCHA COVERED™
SHOPS - BARNS - CABINS - WWW.SHOPSBUILT.COM

830-730-0515

B670 IH 35 N NEw BRAUNFELS, TX

BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES
Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums

SHOPS STARTING AT $10,300

Price includes all labor and materials with 4" steel reinforced concrete slab vith moisture barrier, one
10"x10" heavy duty roll up door, one 3 foot steel entry door, concrete aprons, electric stub *(Dirt may be extra)

S POLE)HORSEHAYBARNS!
= CALIYANDY

5

WE BUY MINERALS A

We pay cash for producing
or non-producing mineral interests.

CALL US TODAY! 1-888-735-5337

E-news

Fast and Direct

Sign up now

TexasCoopPower.com/join

WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR COLLECTIBLES

Coins * Banknotes * Gold & Silver Jewelry & Scrap
Vintage Costume Jewelry * Watches ¢ Stamps
Tokens ¢ Historical Documents ¢ Other Collectibles
TEXAS BUYERS GROUP « FREDERICKSBURG, TX
All tr private, jal & secure.

830-997-6339 ° rzcoins@twc.com

Gift Shop

Shop now

TexasCoopPower.com/shop

MARKETPLACE

TIRED OF SPRAYING?

. Original
Root Grubber

« Kills tree by cutting roots
6" to 8" underground

o Effective on mesquite, juniper, cedar,
huisach and other brush problems

« 3-point reversible blade for clearing fence rows

QUALITY
CONSTRUCTION

100%
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED!

Blade Delivered
Width Cat HP Wt Price
18" | 20-40  2301b. $1,065
27" |l 40-80  2851b. $1,285
30" llorlll 80-110 380 Ib. $1,685
36" llorlll 110-180 390 Ib. $1,750

Blade Width
16" Skid-Steer
Cat Universal
HP 50-140

WT 380 Ib.

Delivered Price
$1,880

JONES MACHINE

(800) 919-4949 * Fax: (940) 552-6362
jonesmachineshop1944@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 1577, Vernon, Texas 76385

Bank C.D.’s Due?
CALL US NOW
TEXAS

1'800'359'49 TOLL-FREE

www.mattsonfinancialservices.com

BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™
Signal Securities, Inc., 5400 Bosque, 4th Floor, Waco, TX 76110

5 All Over Texas

All C.I0s are insured to $250,000 per institution by the FD.LC
All C.D's are subject to availability. Securities offered
Member FINRA/SIPC
700 Throckmorton, Ft. Worth, TX TBI0Z (817 BT7-4266.

thru Signal Becurities, Inc.,

PERMA-ROOF.
/" Southern{Builders

Steel Mobile
[Flome Roojfing
High¥enexeyabillX

RecfiruinbleX
\M ealcs?
OBILE HOME
ROOFOVER
SYSTEMS
Contact us at 800.633.8969
or roofover.com

Marketplace

Across Town | Across Texas

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251
advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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FMERGENCY PRODUCTION!
[y

M5 60
At
PHILADELPHIA

Actuglgsize

is 40.6 mm

Rush Production of U.S. Silver Dollars
Creates 2nd Lowest Mintage in History

ne of the most popular ways to
O buy silver is the Silver Eagle—

legal-tender U.S. Silver Dollars
struck in one ounce of 99.9% pure silver.
When the COVID-19 pandemic began
sweeping the world, demand skyrocketed.

But there was a problem...

U.S. Mint Halts Production
West Point, the U.S. Mint branch that
normally strikes Brilliant Uncirculated
(BU) Silver Eagles, went into lockdown.
Prices quickly shot up, and freshly struck
Silver Eagles became much harder to find
at an affordable price. To meet the rising
demand, the U.S. Mint knew it had to
act—and act fast.

Philadelphia Steps Up
For just 13 days, the U.S. Mint struck an
“Emergency Production” run of U.S.
Silver Dollars at the Philadelphia Mint.
This was great for silver buyers, and really
great for collectors. Here’s why:

The Mystery of Silver Bullion
A coin’s value is often tied to its rarity.
One way to determine a coin’s rarity is by
its mint mark—a small letter indicating
where a coin was struck. Since Silver
Eagles are almost always produced solely
in West Point, the coins don’t feature one
of these mint marks. But this year’s Silver

Eagles were also produced in Philly—so
few (a scant 240,000) that they are now
the second smallest mintage of Silver
Eagles ever struck! So how do we tell a
2020(W) Silver Eagle from a 2020(P)?

5,000,000 -
4,000,000 -

2nd Lowest
Minta%e
(240,000)

3,000,000 -

2,000,000 -

1,000,000 -

2016-S
1995
1997
1994
1996
2017-S
2016-P
2017-P
2020-P
2015-P

Certified “Struck at” Coins
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation
(NGC) is one of the world’s leading
third-party coin grading services. Thanks
to some skilled detective work, they have
certified these coins as being struck at the
Philadelphia Mint during this special
Emergency Production run. What’s more,
a number of these coins have been graded
as near-flawless Mint State-69 (MS69)
condition—just one point away from
absolute perfection!

GovMint.com = 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. EPE224-01 = Burnsville, MN 55337

Buy More and Save!
We're currently selling these coins for $79
each. But you can secure them for as low
as $59 each when you buy 20 or more and
mention the special call-in-only offer code
below. Call 1-888-201-7639 now!

Date: 2020

Mint: Philadelphia (P)
Weight: 10z (31.101 grams)
Purity: 99.9% Silver
Diameter: 40.6 mm

Mintage: 240,000

Condition:  Mint State-69 (MS69)
Certified: Emergency Production

2020(P) Emergency Production
American Eagle Silver Dollar
NGC MS69 Early Releases —$79°

1-4 coins — $69 each + s/h
5-9 coins — $67 each
10-14 coins — $65 each
15-19 coins — $63 each
20+ coins  — $59 each

FREE SHIPPING on 3 or More!

Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes
(if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on
previous purchases.

Call today toll-free for fastest service

1-888-201-7639

Offer Code EPE224-01

Please mention this code when you call.

%; GOVMINT.COM®

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly
speculative and involves risk. GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts,
figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your
acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to
GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2020 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.



THE DOLPH BRISCOE CENTER FOR AMERICAN HISTORY | THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN

Boomtown
Pandemic

The deadly flu outbreak of 1918 hit oil fields hard

BY GENE FOWLER

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC has drawn
comparisons to the influenza outbreak of
1918, what became known as the Spanish
flu, which was the 20th century’s dead-
liest pandemic. The Spanish flu infected
about 500 million people, or one-third of
the world’s population, according to
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion estimates. Tens of millions died
worldwide, including approximately
675,000 Americans.

Of the 5,000 Texans killed in World
War [, a third are believed to have died
from influenza. While the battlefield,
with soldiers crowded in makeshift
ramparts, provided a natural incubator
for the virus, social conditions during

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Texas’ early 20th-century oil boom also
allowed the disease to spread unchecked.
The lack of suitable housing and access
to fresh water, and poor sanitation in
towns besieged by thousands of boomers
—as Ranger, Burkburnett and Desde-
mona were in 1918—created an environ-
ment in which infection flourished.
Researcher Ben Wright found evi-
dence of the boomtown epidemic in the
Oral History of the Texas Oil Industry, an
archive of recordings held by the Dolph
Briscoe Center for American History at
the University of Texas at Austin. “Part
of my job is to work out ways the center’s
collections inform current issues,” said
Wright. “The past is never lacking in its

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

Main Street in Desdemona
at the height of the oil boom
in 1918, which was also when
the flu pandemic struck.

warnings, lessons and reassurances.”

The interviews and other materials in
the archive were gathered in the 1950s
and include direct testimony about the
1918 flu pandemic.

Interviewee Walter Cline, who later
became mayor of Burkburnett, served as
field director for the Red Cross at Call
Field near Wichita Falls when the flu hit.
Cline headed into the Burkburnett oil
field with doctors and nurses as well as
food, clothing, medicine and other
donated resources. His team found
people “suffering from flu and exposed
in covered wagons and under these
tarpaulins,” he said. “In one place, you'd
find a mother dead, with a little 6- or
8-months-old baby crawling around
over her breast, trying to open her dress.
... Ithink on our first trip west of Burk-
burnett, we gathered up some six or
eight dead men, women and children,
and they continued to die until we found
temporary shelter for them.”

Fred Jennings, a rig manager at Goose
Creek Oil Field near Baytown, recalled,
“The people died, and they just died so
fast here till they didn’t have no under-
takers. You'd just have to put them in
pickup trucks and haul them to Houston.
Just put them in a pine box and bury
them any way you could. ... I saw one
man working and walk home and was
dead in 30 minutes.”

Don Carleton, Briscoe Center execu-
tive director, says we don’t know the full
impact of the 1918 pandemic, but the
disease reached Texas’ highest office.
Researching his forthcoming biography
of Gov. William P. Hobby, Carleton
learned that Hobby fought the deadly
contagion just as desperately as the
roughnecks of the oil fields.

“I was quite surprised to learn that
even our state’s governor was afflicted
with the disease,” Carleton said. @
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TCP KITCHEN

Buckles, Betties,
Cobblers and Crisps

Lots of names for turning fruit and a crunchy topping into irresistible treats

BY MEGAN MYERS, FOOD EDITOR

Buckles and betties and cobblers and crisps—whatever you call
them—are the essence of comforting, down-home cooking. Everyone
has their favorite recipe in their back pocket, no matter the season.
Our family is partial to crisps. That buttery, crunchy topping is tempting
enough to eat on its own, and pairing it with juicy fruits (and a scoop of
ice cream) makes it difficult to resist. Another bonus: These dishes are
easy to make, so dessert can happen any night of the week.

L
™

Mixed Berry Pistachio Crisp

5 tablespoons cold butter, plus more
for greasing the dish

4 cups frozen mixed berries

1 tablespoon lemon juice

/s cup sugar

4 tablespoons flour, divided use

1 cup rolled oats

/s cup chopped pistachios

/3 cup brown sugar

/s teaspoon salt

/s teaspoon cinnamon

cookK's TIP To make this recipe gluten free,
use oat flour, almond flour or your favorite
gluten-free blend.

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly
coat a 9-inch pie dish or oven-safe skillet
with butter.

2. In a large bowl, add berries, then sprin-
kle lemon juice over the top. Combine
sugar and 2 tablespoons flour and
sprinkle over berries; mix well. Pour into
the prepared pan.

3. In a small bowl, combine oats, pista-
chios, brown sugar, 2 tablespoons flour,
salt and cinnamon. Cut in butter using a
pastry blender or two forks until large
clumps are formed and no dry bits remain.
Sprinkle topping evenly over fruit mixture.

4. Bake 45-50 minutes, until browned and
bubbly.

SERIVES 6

WEB EXTRA Follow along with Megan
Myers and her adventures in the kitchen at
stetted.com, where she features a recipe

for Blackberry Basil Crumble.



RECIPE PHOTOS: MEGAN MYERS. WINNER: COURTESY CHUCK BURGESS

Cherry Blueberry Buckle

BECKEY BROWN
NAVASOTA VALLEY EC

BUCKLE

2 cup (1 stick) salted butter, softened,
plus more for greasing the dish

/2 cup sour cream

2 cup sugar

1egg

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Zest and juice of 1 orange

/s teaspoon salt

% cup heavy whipping cream

2 cups pancake and waffle mix

14 cups frozen pitted cherries

% cup frozen blueberries

2 tablespoons brown sugar

TOPPING

1% cups heavy whipping cream
/s cup powdered sugar

Zest and juice of 1 orange

Mint leaves, for garnish

1.BUCKLE Preheat ovento 350
degrees. Lightly coat a 9-by-13-inch
baking dish with butter or cooking spray
and set aside.

2. Using a stand mixer, cream butter, sour
cream and sugar. Add egg, vanilla, orange
zest and juice, salt, and whipping cream,
mixing on low to combine.

3. Slowly add pancake and waffle mix,
scraping down sides as needed while
mixing.

4, Spread batter into prepared pan and
top with cherries and blueberries. Sprin-
kle top with brown sugar.

5. Bake 30-35 minutes, until toothpick
inserted into the center comes out clean
and buckle is puffed and brown. Let cool
slightly before serving.

6. TOPPING While the buckle bakes, whip
the cream, powdered sugar, zest and juice

CONTINUED >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER

PB&J Peach Cobbler

CHUCK BURGESS
HEART OF TEXAS EC

The unexpected addition of
peanut butter makes this
cobbler a dish reminiscent of

your favorite childhood lunch.

To make the mixing easier,
warm the peanut butter and
preserves in the microwave
for 10-15 seconds.

SERVES 12

2 cup (1 stick) butter, plus more
for greasing the dish

% cup crunchy peanut butter

% cup milk

1 cup sugar

1 cup flour

1 tablespoon baking powder

/2 teaspoon salt

1 can (29 ounces) sliced peaches
in juice, drained

% cup peach preserves

/2 cup brown sugar

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly
grease a 13-by-9-inch glass baking dish
with butter.

2. Melt remaining butter in a medium
bowl. Whisk in peanut butter then milk
until blended.

3. In another bowl, mix the sugar, flour,
baking powder and salt. Add the butter
mixture and stir until blended. Pour into
baking dish and spread evenly.

4. In a medium bowl, mix peaches, pre-
serves and brown sugar. Then spoon
evenly over batter. Bake 40-50 minutes,
or until the top is golden brown and juices
are bubbly.

$500 Recipe Contest

TACOS DUE OCT 10

Whether you love them soft, crunchy or puffy,
tell us what makes your tacos the best. Enter at
TexasCoopPower.com/Contests by October 10.
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RECIPES CONTINUED

together until soft peaks are formed. Chill
until ready to serve. Serve buckle with a
dollop of whipped cream and a mint leaf.

SERVES 12

Spiced Apple Cobbler

C. PAIGE YOUNG-CANNON
PEDERNALES EC

You don't need to peel the apples,
making the prep easy enough for kids
like Sylvia Cannon, who submitted this
recipe with the help of her mom.

FILLING

1 tablespoon butter, melted, plus more
to grease baking dish

5 small sweet apples, cut into chunks

/2 cup sugar

2 teaspoons cornstarch

1 teaspoon cinnamon

2 teaspoon nutmeg

/s teaspoon ground ginger

/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

Pinch of salt

TOPPING

2 cup (1 stick) butter, softened

% cup plus /s cup sugar, divided use
12 cups self-rising flour

5 teaspoons cinnamon

/2 teaspoon nutmeg

/s teaspoon ground ginger

% cup milk

cooK's TIP If you don't have self-rising flour,

you can make your own. For each cup of all-
purpose flour, add in 12 teaspoons baking
powder and Y2 teaspoon salt.

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease
a 9-by-9-inch ceramic baking dish with
butter and set aside.

2.FILLING Inalarge bowl, pour melted
butter over cut apples. Add sugar, corn-
starch, cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger, vanilla
and salt. Stir and set aside.

3. TOPPING In aseparate bowl, cream
butter and % cup sugar until pale and
fluffy. Add flour and toss to coat the
butter, then cut coated butter into the
flour using a pastry blender or two forks.
The mixture should resemble sandy
crumbs.

4. Add remaining sugar, cinnamon, nut-
meg, ginger and milk. Mix until smooth;

it will be very thick.

5. Pour filling into prepared dish, making
sure to include any accumulated juices.
Dollop the topping evenly over the
apples.

6. Bake until topping is golden and puffed,
and filling is bubbling, about 45 minutes.

SERVES 8

Order within 30 days for a

FREE Gift!

Original 1909-1958 Lincoln
Cent with the Wheat
Ears reverse. (Date our choice)

Special Offer for New Customers Only
Get a 3-Coin Collector's Set PLUS
a FREE Lincoln Wheat Cent!

A Yes! Please send my 3-Coin Collector's Set for
ONLY $4.95 — regularly $19:95, plus FREE Shipping
(limit 4 sets). Please also send my FREE 1909-1958
Lincoln Wheat Cent (one per customer, please).

[ ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAY |

How Many Sets (limit 4):

Total Costat $4.95 perset: $___

Add Custom 20th Century Type Coin
Display Folders and SAVE 36% at

$2.50 ea. (regularly $3:95):$__

*Sales Tax: $.
Shipping & Handling: $ FREE!

Total Amount: $

Method of payment:
[ Check payable to Littleton Coin Co. [ VISA

[ MasterCard [ American Express (1 Discover
Card No. Exp. Date

[T TT]

Please print clearly

T

Address Aptit

City State___Zip

E-Mail
*We are required by law to collect and remit sales tax for all states except FL and MO.
Please add the appropriate state and local tax for your order. For your convenience,
all orders paid by credit card will have the appropriate sales tax applied at that time.
Tax requirements are subject to change at any time. Please visit LittletonCoin.com/
TaxInfo for the most up-to-date list of taxable categories by state.
Please send coupon to:

Littleton Coin Company® Dept. 5UK408
1309 Mt. Eustis Road, Littleton NH 03561-3737
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Own Three Scarce
Collector Classics!

[Dates our choice)

1913-1938 Indian/Buffalo Nickel
with a uniquely American coin design

Long vanished from circulation, you get
all 3 of these scarce collector favorites in
this special set for ONLY $4.95 - a savings of
75% OFF the regular price of $19:95. Order
within 30 days and you also get a FREE
Lincoln Wheat cent, last issued over 60 years
ago, plus enjoy FREE Shipping to your home!
You'll also receive our fully illustrated

1859-1909 Indian Head Cent
last minted over a century ago

1883-1913 Liberty Head “V” Nickel
from the turn of the 20th century

catalog, plus other fascinating selections

from our Free Examination Coins-on-

Approval Service, from which you may

purchase any or none of the coins - return

balance in 15 days - with option to cancel

s . oervour P28 Littleton
Coin Company®

now and SAVE! Serving Collectors Since 1945

©2020 LCC, Inc.

Mail coupon today or order online at: www.LittletonCoin.com/Specials - 45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



holiday

GIFT GUIDE

In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com, we make it easy to shop for friends and family.

It’'s Time To Bake
Pecan Treats for
the Holidays!

Berdoll's has been family-
owned for 40 years. We
provide delicious chocolate
pecans, honey glazed pecans,
pecan pies and more! Visit our
squirrel, Ms. Pearl, at our retail
store or order online.

512-321-6157

2021 Best of
Texas Calendar

Celebrating 35 years of
publication. Large 15" x 20"
calendar with 12 watercolors
by Texas State Artist George
Boutwell. $12.50 plus sales
tax and $3.50 shipping.
Quantity price on website.

800-243-4316

berdoll.com gboutwell.com

Stands Tall, Texas Red

Stores Small Grapefruit
and Avocados

Putting up holiday lights?
Cleaning gutters? Our
aluminum alloy ladder
extends to a 14-foot reach,
collapses to 31" for easy
transport/storage, and
features non-slip tread
steps for extra safety.

800-423-2567
harborfreight.com

Always a gift in good taste!
Orchard-fresh grapefruit and
other Texas products are all
hand-selected, carefully
packed and shipped to be
delivered just in time for the
holidays.

1-800-580-1900
crockettfarms.com

Fresh 